I.

THE CONDITION OF INDIA.

SINCE 1874 the Bengal famine, the visit of the
Prince o'f AVales, the proclamation of the Queen as
Empress at Delhi, the frightful dearth, far exceed-
ing both in extent and intensity that of Bengal,
which for more than two years afflicted Madras and
Bombay, the ordering of the Indian-contingent to
Malta, and other more recent events have had the
effect of keeping India before the minds of the English
people. The movement of the Indian troops at the
crisis of the Eastern difficulty, served to manifest
more clearly than anything else the intimate con-
nection which now subsists between ourselves and
our greatest dependency.

Lord Beaconsfield, by calling in Asia to redress
the balance of military power in Europe, threw into
the strongest relief the direct responsibility which
rests*upon Englishmen of all classes for treating
India as- an integral portion of the empire. That
great and populous country depends absolutely upon
us. for good government, moderate taxation, and
consideration of its general needs. Any blunders
which we make affect 190,000,000 fellow-subjects,
and. are wholly, irremediable save by ourselves.